
By Jonathan Bell
(Reprinted from The Royal 

Gazette, Bermuda Dec. 30, 
2017)

BERMUDA –  Former 
police sergeant and activ-
ist Takbir Sharrieff died at 
the age of 75. The brother of 
Philip Perinchief, the former 
government minister and 
attorney-general, Mr. Shar-
rieff described himself as a 
“child of the Sixties” whose 
political consciousness was 
forged in the civil rights 
struggle.

Mr. Sharrieff was a sup-
porter of the Pro-
gressive Labour 
Party, as well as 
an anti-drug cru-
sader and a cham-
pion for Bermuda 
independence.

Mr. Perinchief 
said that he and 
“Tak” had shared 
“a very close, ever-
evolving political 
bond.” He added, 
“My brother, Tak-
bir, held strong 
views and values 
about life in gen-
eral, and politics and religion 
in particular.

“For the most part, he lived 
these views and values, and 
did not brook any nonsense, 
nor suffer fools lightly or 
gladly. Our household during 
his presence was never with-
out rigorous debate, even 
pure rancour at times, and a 
thorough analysis of current 
or past events.

“Takbir was an embodi-
ment and perennial expres-
sion of everything our par-
ents, Florence and Earl, who 
were activists in the Theatre 
Boycott of the fifties, instilled 
in all of us at an early age 

and expected us to pass on to 
our children.”

The family ethos, he said, 
was to “think through the 
rationale for which you hold 
a point of view, speak your 
truth, and be prepared to 
defend and/or suffer the con-
sequences of the position you 
take”.

He added, “Takbir did 
that. He was a soldier for 
justice, fairness and equal-
ity for all to the end. He was, 
and is today, the bedrock of 
my political foundation and 
the catalyst for the ideology 
I hold now. Hopefully, I can 

placed on the community’s 
growth, development and 
transition from the teach-
ings of the Nation of Islam 
to the universal teachings, 

principles and practices of 
Islam under the leader-
ship of Imam Warith Deen 
Mohammed. 
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‘He was a soldier for justice and equality’

 By Rita EL-Amin
Words cannot adequate-

ly express the wonderful 
spirit that permeated the 
Black History Month Sav-
iors Day Commemoration 
in Bermuda. The amaz-
ing beauty of the natural 
colorful scenery, the com-
fortable weather and the 
loving hospitality of the 
Muslim Believers of Mas-
jid Muhammad and the 
participation of the  com-
munity at large that made 
the weekend event an out-
standing success. 

Having as its theme, 
“Progress,” emphasis was 

TAKBIR SHARRIEFFBlack History Month
and Saviors Day Commemoration in 

Bermuda



By Leila 
Diab

On March 
8th, Interna-
tional Wom-
en’s Day, and 
t h r o u g h o u t 
March 2018, 
it will be a 
w o r l d w i d e 
celebration, 
metaphorical-
ly, of the ris-
ing pillars of a 
new generation 
of women’s voices and actions 
to challenge unjust civil and 
human rights laws.  

Hand in hand, women 
who have been confronted 
and unjustly controlled with 
unfair practices by which 
they have been targeted by 
oppressive governments, the 
hierarchy of individuals, and 
a patriarchal cultural system 
of beliefs, have the courage 
to respond for the sake of 
humanity. 

This International Wom-
en’s Day was a new emerging 
time of change.

International Women’s Day 
is a time to untangle decades 
of unscrupulous cultural, reli-
gious and immoral difficul-
ties against women from all 
levels of society’s social lad-
der.  Women should never 
dismiss who they are…; they 
are women of color with sus-
tainable substance.  

For example, Palestinian 
women living in the occu-
pied territories of Palestine, 
both the young and the old, 
have been imprisoned with-
out any charges held against 
them, simply for standing 
up to defend their universal 
human rights.  

It was their refusal to leave 
their homes, only to have 
their homes demolished and 
whole families tossed to the 
wind.  Young women, such 
as Ahed Tamimi, a 17-year-
old Palestinian girl who was 
arrested last December when 
she confronted armed Israeli 
soldiers on her family’s prop-
erty near her West Bank 
home of Nabi Saleh to leave. 

The armed Israeli soldiers 
would not leave her family’s 
property, as she yelled out at 
them, “Get out or I’ll punch 
you!” This incident was cap-
tured on a video, and when 
and an Israeli soldier pushed 
her away, her only means of 
defense was to slap him.   

Ahed is now held in pris-
on for the last three months, 
while facing an Israeli mili-
tary court’s exaggerated 
indictment against her. She 
is just one among many 
brave and courageous young 
girls and women who stand 
up against senseless and 
inhumane acts of human 
injustice, with resistance to 
unlawful jurisprudence. 

Women comprise half the 
world’s population.  They 

are writers, poets, intellectu-
al orators, brilliant thinkers, 
doctors, lawyers, business 
women, and women world-
wide who have been dis-
placed in refugee camps, and 
tents without enough food or 
water to survive.  

Is it  any wonder how 
women across the world spec-
trum have persevered with 
undeniable harsh life condi-
tions and an array of despi-
cable undertones of racism, 
inequality, famine, and fam-
ily protection? None other 
than the human spirit of 
self-determination, hope and 
commendable moral human 
dignity.  

March, women’s history 
month, is not about me as a 
woman, or you, it is about us 
as a collective power to liber-
ate and overcome the dias-

Imagine going into your 
local retail store with the 
intention to purchase a doll, 
book or even a t-shirt with a 
cute image and savvy quote 
for your child, but you realize 
that none of the merchandise 
has images that look like you.

When Dr. Kimberly Harper 
and Mrs. Robyn Abdusamad 
became mothers, they noticed 
a that big chain retail stores 
didn’t have a variety of Afri-
can American books and toys 
that looked like their kids. 

“When I’d go shopping to 
buy a doll for my daughter, 
Naeemah, it was difficult to 
find a wide selection, and it 
was almost impossible to find 
action figures for my son,” 
said Kim.

“The dolls I would find 
were not displayed promi-
nently or they were priced 
much higher than the white 
dolls. 

“As I worked to build a 
library for my children I 
encountered the same prob-
lem. I had to purchase every-
thing online because major 
book retailer did not have a 
wide selection of books for 
African-American children.”

During a phone call the two 
long-time friends discussed 
the need for products that 
uplifted and positively repre-
sented their kids. 

They knew it would be 
important to create a coun-
ter narrative to what being 
projected in the media and in 
retail by establishing positive 
and healthy images of Afri-
can Americans in addition to 
children books.  

“Anti-Black bias continues 

to be prevalent in our soci-
ety, especially in mainstream 
media,” Robyn said.  

The friends began their 
own research and discov-
ered the results were very 
limited.  From there, they 
decided to take a leap of faith 
in creating their own brand 
that would promote healthy 
images of African Americans 
as well as providing uplifting 
historical stories – stories our 
kids wouldn’t learn about in 
school.

“When you look at all the 
negativity in the media about 
African Americans the wear 
and tear can begin to under-
mine the self-esteem of peo-
ple of color — especially chil-
dren,” said Robyn. “We felt it 
was very necessary to create 
a foundation for our children 
that would instill that sense 
of love and dignity in them-
selves and their culture.”

From there, Omera Produc-
tions was created.

“Studies have shown that 
when children are able to 
see positive representation of 
themselves whether it is in 
the media, classrooms, retail 
stores or literature, it boosts 
their confidence which can 
lead to great achievement 
from our youth,” said Kim. 

“African Americans have 
such a unique and extraordi-
nary legacy; much of which 
is untold.  It’s a heritage that 
we should take pride in as 
African Americans and not be 
made to feel ashamed or less 
than in this society.”

Robyn and Kim have put 
forth a lot of time and invest-
ment into their idea which 
includes devoting hours on 
writing and marketing, as 
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Ahed Tamimi, 17-year-old Palestinian arrested 
when her family home was demolished by Israeli 
forces.

(L-R) Robyn Saleem-Abdusamad 
and Dr. Kimberly Harper
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Adam is created to Dhikr 
or to remember Allah and 
return to Allah; remember 
Allah first and then he is to 
advance human life in spite 
of Satan.

Allah revealed, “Recite 
what is sent of the Book 
by inspiration to thee, and 
establish regular Prayer, 
for Prayer restrains from 
shameful and unjust deeds. 
And remembrance of Allah 
is the greatest (thing in life) 
without doubt. And Allah 
knows the (deeds) that ye 
do.” (Qur’an 29:45) 

Dhikr or to remember 
Allah is Adam’s essence; it is 
the humble path. To remem-
ber means to return to a pre-
vious thought or a previous 
state of mind. 

If we go back to a previous 
state, we don’t want to go 
back to something that hurts 
us, or something we didn’t 
like. We want to go back to a 
state or a situation that was 
in our favor. Alhamdulillah.

THE RIGHTEOUS 
SERVANT IS HATED 

BY SATAN  
We all have the ability to 

respect our good nature and 
respect the good life that 
Allah created Adam to have 
and created Adam in. 

Adam was created in the 
garden. That means we were 
created to be in the same 
garden; we were created to 
be in a good situation; a situ-
ation good enough to grow 
in; that kind of garden. 

If we respect the good life 

that Allah created us for and 
with, we have a sure defense 
against the evil whispers 
of Satan. Something that 
seems tiny and minuscule 
with no influence has the 
power to defeat Satan. 

That is your righteousness 
(our taqwah); the goodness 
and good intentions inside 
you. If you get to that and 
stay with it, the devil Satan 
can’t make contact with you. 

If you practice staying 
with righteousness and good-
ness long enough and are 
faithful enough, that means 
not letting (the vices of the 
world) sex tempt you away 
from it; not letting greed and 
arrogance tempt you away 
from it; not letting fear, sin, 
vice, corruption or bad rela-
tionships take righteousness 
and goodness away from you.

If you do that your have 
guaranteed protection from 
the evil of Satan. Satan can’t 
come at you in any way then. 
You will be in the garden 
paradise that Satan can’t get 
into. Satan is the enemy that 
will block you from the gar-
den Allah intended you to 
live in. 

Allah didn’t create us for 
corruption, evil and violence. 
He created us like Adam and 
gave us a soul so that if we 
would listen to our souls we 
would know at all times that 
the soul is communicating 
and connecting.

Allah revealed: “Is not He 
Who created the heavens 
and the earth able to cre-

ate the like thereof? Yea, 
indeed! For He is the Cre-
ator Supreme, of skill and 
knowledge (infinite)! 

“Verily, when He intends 
a thing, His Command is ‘be’ 
and it is! So glory to Him in 
Whose hands is the domin-
ion of all things: and to Him 
will ye be all brought back.” 
(Qur’an 36:81-83)

Allah mentions the rela-
tionship between the heav-
ens and the earth in its cre-
ation and that Allah is able 
to reproduce them both. It is 
meant to say to man that the 
one who is capable of creat-
ing all that you see is capa-
ble of re-creating it.

So it begs the question 
would not that one be able to 
recreate you? Adam was cre-
ated to return to Allah. Dear 
believers, let us always be 
in a state of mind and heart 
where we are receptive to 
the word of Allah and willing 
to return to Allah.

Oh Allah, guide us to 
purity and then purify our 
thoughts and our actions. 
Let us be sincere in our wor-
ship and our regard for life. 
Bless us to be true to the 
form You created us with. 

Oh Allah, increase us in 
knowledge, wisdom and 
understanding. Let our 
hearts not deviate after You 
have guided us. Give us good 
in this life and the life after 
this life and save us from the 
torment of the fire. And save 
us from the disbelieving peo-
ple. Alhamdulillah. Ameen.

THE CREATION OF ADAM - Pt II
ADAM WAS MADE TO RETURN TO ALLAH

how with their efforts.
“I won’t lie but it’s been a 

little overwhelming, but we 
are humble and grateful for 
the blessing,” said Kim.

Omera has published a 
children’s book, “Zaynab’s 
Enchanted Scarf,” written 
by Robyn Abdusamad.  “This 
is my third published book, 
but I consider this one spe-
cial because it teaches our 
children as well as adults 
about our legacy as African 
Americans; how our history 
didn’t begin with slavery but 
our ancestors were actually 
great Kings and Queens,” 
said Robyn. “Imagine trac-
ing your roots and learning 
King Mansa Musa or Queen 
Amina is one of your rela-
tives, how amazing would 
that be!” 

Currently, Omera is work-
ing on getting their products 
in more schools and book-
stores.  They are also work-
ing on developing educational 
programs for youth, speaking 
engagements and are plan-
ning for a 2018 reading tour.

“This is an exciting time for 
us, and we are very pleased 
with the support, said Kim.

“ Z a y n a b ’ s  E n c h a n t e d 
Scarf” is available online at 
Amazon.com and Barnesand-
Noble.com.  This children’s 
book has a product line that 
includes a coloring and activ-
ity book as well as an ani-
mation that is available for 
download.

Learn more about Omera 
Productions by visiting their 
website at www.omerapro-
ductions.com.

well as connecting with 
schools and organizations in 
the community for their prod-
ucts to become more known.

O m e r a  h a s  p r o d u c e d 
school supplies that feature 
illustrated African Ameri-
can images with uplifting 
affirmations. “We’ve done 
extremely well thus far and 
we look forward to continued 
growth as the year closes out, 
said Kim.  

Also Omera has a jewelry 
line called Inspirational Jew-
elry by Omera-ZAA.  This 
jewelry line was created by 
two young sisters who hand-
made the jewelry and decided 
to give each item an uplifting 
name.  

“While education is essen-
tial, I also instill in my 
daughters the importance of 
establishing their own busi-
ness,” said Robyn. 

“They’re such intelligent 
and creative girls;  they 
love making the jewelry, 
they write stories and are 
also designing an app with 
the help of their father. So, 
they’re busy little bees at 
such a young age. 

“Although we feature Afri-
can American images on our 
products and in our stories, 
we maintain that all children 
can benefit from what we 
offer,” said Kim. 

Robyn and Kim’s concept 
has grown leading to many 
calls from various places, 
individuals and organizations 
requesting bulk orders or 
wanting to collaborate some-
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an online tribute called Mr 
Sharrieff, his wife Edna and 
wider family a “backbone” for 
the island’s Muslim commu-
nity.

Mr. Wasi said Mr Sharrieff 
was a “pragmatic believer.” 
He added, “He was never 
ambivalent. I don’t recall 
ever having to guess where 
he stood on a matter. He was 
always resolute.”

Mr. Sharrieff emphasized 
the influence of his faith on 
his activism when Christians 

and Muslims banded togeth-
er to campaign against drugs.

He said: “In the past, we 
have been a private group 
of people, but now we see a 
need to enter the society in 
terms of politics and econom-
ics. We are citizens of the 
island and engage in many 
activities. 

“I am excited about the fact 
that we have decided to step 
out as a strong and united 
community, as to not make a 
contribution would be a sin.”

Philip Perinchief called his 

brother “a strong, righteous, 
and fearless freedom fighter, 
a loving father, and a loyal 
and supportive brother who 
will remain with me always”.

Mr Per inchie f  added: 
“Death cannot separate us, 
and has merely deepened our 
bond.”

FROM THE FAMILY: Tak-
bir Sharrieff, 75, was beloved 
husband to Edna Sharrieff; 
son of the late Earlston and 
Florence Perinchief; loving 
father to Gaynelle, tracey, 
Diallo, Khari, Kareema, Bis-

millah and Karriem; brother 
of Wayne, Phil, Jerome, Gay-
lia, Donna, Carmen, Patrice, 
Lauren, Wanda and Romel. 

His grandchildren who 
cherish his memory are Je-
Shae, James, Idrees, Ena-
haro, Sihle, De’ Nye-jha, 
Isra, Khiari, Arianna, Ajani, 
Lloghan, Imara, Myiesha, 
Maximus, Maven, Nala, 
Khari Jr., and Omeir.

His aunt Joy Abraham; 
sons-inlaw Robert Holmes, 
Chris Furbert, Andrew Rich-
ardson, Shawn Lightbourne; 

daughter-in-law Onea Shar-
rieff; brother-in-law Law-
rence Somner (Bysie); special 
friends Clinton Muhammad, 
Aaron Sabir, James Pace, 
Llwelyn Joell and numerous 
nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives, friends and a commu-
nity of Muslims in Bermuda 
and beyond.

His Janazah was held at 
Masjid Muhammad #1, Cedar 
Avenue, Pembroke, Dec. 30, 
11 a.m. Interment followed at 
St. james Cemetery, Sandys.

‘He was a soldier for justice and equality’
TAKBIR SHARRIEFF


